« 



Claims 



latch assembly for coupling a door to an apparatus, said latch assembly 
comjSrisjng: 

a keeper com^n^mg a biasing member and a head portion extending from said 
biasing member, saia^head portion comprising a catch and a lock release 
projection, said biasingsneh^ber configured to bias said catch for engagement 
with the door; 

a handle comprising a contact surfac^in slidable contact with said lock release 
projection, said handle selectively operable^ uncpuple the door from the tub 
assembly; and 

a handle retainer coupling said handle to the 



[c2] 



2^ 



accor 



/ith Claim 1 further comprising a handle hinge 



pin\said handle hinge pin coupling said hanrilp m <ai7t4T?mfUa- xPtaine r 

A latch\ssembly in accordance with Claim 1 further comprising a handle 
biasing member biasing said handle in a first position. 



A latch assemble in accordance with Claim 3 wherein said handle biasing 
member in slidablXcontact with said handle retainer. 
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. accordanc e with Claim 1 wherein said keeper head portion 
formed integrally with sard keeper biasing^mern&err- 



■nMatch^a&sembl 
further compris 



yfij) accordance with Claim 1 wherein said keeper head portion 
a switch~actu£ 

1/ 



Artetch^assemblyin accordance witR\plaim 6 wherein said switch actuator 
configured to actuate aswitcTntOTrra state tn a rlnspfi stata.. 
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Jatch assembly in accordance with Clairr\ wherein said handle retainer 
fixedly atfectied to the door. 



[c9] 



^assembly in accorftaRQej with Claim 2 whe\in said handle rotatably 
coupled to the^TTOf^Ad^^ hing^ftin. 



[clO] 



A latch assembly in accordance with Claim 2 wherein sai<^ancTle" 
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com^pm^s-aU^asLonepivot arm comprising aUeastpne opening therein 
mating sized to receive said handTeTTiru 

A^qiethod for assembling a door latch assembly for a dishwasher, the latch 
assem&fysfor securing a dishwasher door to a dishwasher tub assembly, said 
method comprising: 
providing a handle^ 
providing a handle ifet^er; 
connecting the handle to theS^ndle retainer; and 
slidably coupling a keeper to the Ffemdle. 



^method in accord, 
further CT>m^rises 
rotatable in a first 
that is opposite the 



nee with Claim 1 1 wherein slidably coupling a keeper 
upling the keeper to the handle such that the handle is 

Tr^eti^n and the keeper is rotatable in a second direction 

first directs 



Jl^accordance with Claim 1 2 wherein providing a handle further 
comprises providing ahaiTate-wdu^ least one substantially circular 
projection that is configured to frictionally retaIrTffre-4*ajidle. 

/,* 

A method in accordance with Claim )3 wherein connecting the handle to the 
handle retainer further comprises frictionally connecting the handle to the 
handle retainer. 

A method in accordance with Claim 14 wherein providing a handle retainer 
further comprises providing a handle retainer including at least one 
substantially circular projection that is configured to fricttonally retain a hinge 
pin. 



sdishwasher comprising: 
a tuD^ssembly; 

a door hing§dlya>upled atf first edge to said tub assembly; and 
a latch assembly conTftjucgd to secure said door to said tub assembly, said latch 
a^embly comprising: 
a handle; and 

a keeper in slidably coupled with said handle, said handle rotatabte4o a first 
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direction, said keeper rotatable in a second directiop opposite said first 



direct 



& 



A latch assembjv in accordance with claim j/^wherein said handle comprises a 

substantially planaN^urface, said keeper comprises a substantially planar 

surface in slidable contaH^with said handle planar surface, 
v * 

A latch assembly in accordanc^vith Claim 1,6 wherein said keeper comprises a 
biasing member and a head portionSextending from said biasing member, said 
head portion comprising a catch and axtock release projection, said biasing 
member configured to bias said catch for engagement with said door. 

A latch assembly in accordance with Claim V6* wherein said handle further 
comprises a contact surface in slidable contact witnssaid release projection, said 
handle selectively operable to un6ecure said door frormsaid tub assembly. 
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